


DECEMBER 7, 2006





Members in Attendance:
CWO J. T. Green, Association President
CWO M. Robinson, Treasurer
CWO Mike Maher



LCDR Don Darcy, Ret.
CWO Gary Thomas



CWO Roger Steinkamp
CWO Michael Lewis



CWO Joanne Stevens
CWO Greg Hunton



CWO Tony Farr
CWO Darryl Pearsall



CWO Rodney Cole
CWO Jan Walker



LCDR Ed Swift, Ret.
CWO Jerry Brown



CWO Bill Reetz, Ret. (teleconference)
The Association President called the meeting to order at 1042 and lead the members in the Pledge of Allegiance, followed by the reading of the names of the Association members whom had crossed over the bar since our last General Membership Meeting.  This was followed by a moment of silence.
In remembrance of December 7th and the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Association President shared the history of Pearl Harbor and the Coast Guard involvement in the war. This was followed by a moment of silence.
The Association President recognized Distinguished Member and Past President Bob Lewis, Distinguished Member Bill Reetz and Past President Mike Maher.

Minutes:  The minutes from the 18 October 2006 meeting were reviewed.  There were no comments or corrections.  The minutes were placed on file.

Treasurer’s Report:  The 18 October 2006 Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  There were no questions, comments or corrections.  The report was placed on file.
Membership Report:  The membership report was reviewed.  The review was followed by a recap of the last meeting’s discussion which explained that the number of new members reflected is only those members who have paid a full year’s dues in advance or those who have an allotment which has begun.  Discussion was held about how best to process the applications and allotments filled out by new appointees attending the CWO Professional Development Course.  Several options are being explored; namely whether allotment forms can be processed by the Association, if new members should complete the allotment action in Direct Access while attending the course, and how to follow up after members depart CWOPD.  Following these discussions, the report was placed on file.
Permanent Finance Committee:  The 16 November 2006 report of the PFC was presented by CWO Jan Walker.  The report contained a recommendation from the committee to sell USAA Growth Fund due to poor performance.  The proceeds from the sale of USAA Growth Fund will be distributed as $25,000.00 deposited into the Pentagon FCU Money Market account and split 60% to the USAA Income Stock Fund and 40% to the USAA S&P 500 Index Fund.  The committee also recommended that the $5000.00 CD which matured on 3 December 2006 be deposited into the Pentagon FCU Money Market account.  No fees are incurred in cashing the USAA Growth Fund.  Mr. Bob Lewis moved that the recommendation be accepted.  CWO Jerry Brown seconded the motion.  Following unanimous vote, the motion was carried.
President’s Report:
Annual meeting agenda items are due by 1 February.

The Association President will represent the CWOA on 28 January at the CGC Blackthorn Memorial Ceremony in St. Petersburg.

A copy of the Silver State Chapter meeting minutes was made available for all members

The Association received a letter in praise of the new CWOA jackets and hats.  Sales are up due to the holidays.  Anyone interested in purchasing these items should contact Ed Swift.

The Holiday Reception will be held at the Association Office on 12 December from 1100-1400.  Invitations have been sent out to DC area CG Flag Officers, and other distinguished guests.  CWO Marshall, CWO Robinson, CWO Stevens and Mr. Norm Robbins have volunteered to coordinate this year’s reception.
The President opened discussion to confirm nominations and create the ballot for the April 2007 elections.

The offices of Vice President, Treasurer and Vice President for Reserve Affairs will be filled in April.  

There were two nominations for the office of Treasurer:  CWO Mitzie Robinson and CWO Gary Thomas.  CWO Lewis moved to close the nominations.  CWO Rodney Cole seconded the motion, which was then voted on and passed.

There were two nominations for the office of Vice President for Reserve Affairs:  CWO George Young and CWO George Padeusis.  Mr. Bob Lewis moved to close the position.  CWO Michael Lewis seconded the motion, which was then voted on and passed.
There were three nominations for the office of Vice President:  CWO Mike Maher, CWO Brent Light and CWO Joanne Stevens.  The President announced that the By-Laws allow a maximum of two names on the ballot.  Attending CWOA members in good standing voted by secret ballot to determine who would be on the ballot.  CWO Lewis and CWO Cole conducted the count of secret ballots.  The President announced the nominations as CWO Brent Light and CWO Joanne Stevens.  Mr. Bob Lewis moved to close the position.  CWO Mike Maher seconded the motion, which was then voted on and passed.
Old Business:  

Repairs to the Association Office are still being researched.  A large group of USCG marine inspectors held their holiday reception at the Association Office and the CWOA executive director established a point of contact from that group who may be of assistance in identifying a suitable facility to conduct the repairs.
The Association has submitted a 3K grant application to Home Depot to help fund the repairs.  The grants should be announced the week of 15 January.

New Business:
The Association received a package from the Arlington National Cemetery Commemoration Project, Inc., requesting a contribution to their program.  This organization is producing 20,000 large hard-bound coffee table-style books explaining the history of the cemetery.  It will include professional photography covering all four seasons at the cemetery.  The first 5,000 copies will be presented to families of military members killed since 9-11 who are buried at ANC.  Those 5,000 books will include a letter from the President and a photograph of the specific gravesite & marker.  The remaining 15,000 books will be provided to contributing organizations or sold.
We have also received a letter requesting a donation to the DC3 Nate Bruckenthal Trust Fund which benefits Petty Officer Bruckenthal’s widow and child.  The Association has contributed to this trust fund in the past.
A member requested that committee reports be made available for review prior to each meeting.  Committee reports will now be available at the Association office for review.

Good of the Order:  Discussion was held regarding retirement pay entitlements for CWOs who compete and hold the pay grade of LT.  There has been much discussion lately regarding whether the member would retire at LT pay or at CWO pay.  Each member considering applying for the CWO to LT program is very strongly encouraged to research their individual situation prior to accepting appointment to LT.  Everyone’s situation will differ based on the warrant grade held at the time of appointment to LT, the number of years of service, etc.
The President entertained a motion to adjourn the meeting.

CWO Stevens made the motion to adjourn and the motion was properly seconded.  The motion was put to a voice vote and carried.

Meeting adjourned at 1153.
Approved by:

_______________________

CWO J. T. Green, President
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