
CWOA PROPOSED
BY-LAWS CHANGE

“CWOA By-Laws
Article VII:  Voting 
Section 2.  VOTING PROCEDURE ON CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION AND
BYLAWS.

b. When the proposals for changes to the Constitution and Bylaws are
submitted by the Bylaws Committee the Executive Committee shall determine
whether or not the proposed changes are to be submitted to the Association
membership for ratification.  “

At the 2024 CWOA Annual Meeting, the Executive Committee approved the
following changes to be sent to the General Membership for a vote.







Change # 1

ARTICLE II: MEMBERSHIP

Section 2. MEMBERSHIP TYPES. 

b.DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS.

1.Distinguished members shall enjoy the rights, privileges and benefits of Regular members. In
addition, Distinguished members, when present at the Annual Meeting, are entitled to vote on all
matters appearing before the Executive Committee. The distinguished member shall enjoy lifetime
dues free membership, effective on the first day of the month following election, without regard to
any subsequent change in status as a chief warrant officer or warrant officer of the United States
Coast Guard.

2.Nomination of a member for distinguished membership may be made by any regular member of the
Association and must be made in writing to the President of the Association. The letter of nomination
shall contain sufficient information on the activities of the nominee to permit a special committee to
exercise sound judgment on the acceptance or rejection of the nomination. All letters of nomination
received by the President of the Association not later than 1 February will be considered that
calendar year. Nominations received after 1 February will be considered the following year. Letters of
nomination for distinguished membership shall be referred to the Membership Committee. The
Membership Committee shall assure that the nominee is in good standing and shallreturn the letter of
nomination to the President of the Association with a statement of offices held and committees in
which the nominee participated in either the Association or chapters.

3.Before 1 March each year, the Association shall advise each chapter of the nominations for
distinguished membership. 

4.During the Annual Meeting, the President of the Association shall chair a special committee,
consisting of the Association officers, presidents of the Chapters (or their designated representative),
and distinguished members present. This special committee shall elect or reject the recommended
nominees for distinguished membership. Election shall be by an affirmative vote of 75 percent of the
special committee in attendance.

The CWOA by-laws currently read:

Membership Types



Change # 1

ARTICLE II: MEMBERSHIP

Section 2. MEMBERSHIP TYPES. 

b.DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS.

1. Distinguished members shall enjoy the rights, privileges and benefits of Regular members.  In
addition, Distinguished members, are entitled to vote on all nominations of new Distinguished
Members.  The distinguished member shall enjoy lifetime dues free membership, effective on the first
day of the month following election, without regard to any subsequent change in status as a Chief
Warrant Officer or Warrant Officer of the United States Coast Guard.

2. Nomination of a member for distinguished membership may be made by any regular member of the
Association and must be made in writing to the President of the Association.  The letter of nomination
shall contain sufficient information on the activities of the nominee to permit a special committee to
exercise sound judgment on the acceptance or rejection of the nomination.  All letters of nomination
received by the President of the Association not later than 30 November will be considered that fiscal
year.  Nominations received after 30 November will be considered the following fiscal year.  Letters of
nomination for distinguished membership shall be referred to the Membership Committee.  The
Membership Committee shall assure that the nominee is in good standing and shall return the letter
of nomination to the President of the Association with a statement of offices held and committees in
which the nominee participated in either the Association or chapters.

3. The Association shall advise each chapter of the nominations for distinguished membership 30
days prior to the 3rd Quarter Membership Meeting. 

4. During the 3rd Quarter Membership Meeting, the President of the Association shall chair a special
committee, consisting of the Association officers, presidents of the Chapters (or their designated
representative), and distinguished members.  This special committee shall elect or reject the
recommended nominees for distinguished membership.  Election shall be by an affirmative vote of 75
percent of the special committee in attendance.

The CWOA proposed by-laws would read:

Membership Types



Change # 2

ARTICLE IV:  ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

Section 3.  NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

b. Ballots containing the names of the nominees shall be mailed to the membership for vote at least
60 days prior to the convening of the annual meeting.

The CWOA by-laws currently read:

Change # 2

ARTICLE IV:  ASSOCIATION OFFICERS

Section 3.  NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS.

b. Ballots containing the names of the nominees shall be delivered to the membership for vote at
least 60 days prior to the convening of the annual meeting.

The CWOA proposed by-laws would read:

Election of Officers

Election of Officers



Change # 3

ARTICLE VI:  MEETINGS

Section 2. ANNUAL MEETING. 

a.  The Annual Meeting of the Association shall be held during April or May for the primary purpose of
installing the Association officers, considering new Distinguished Members, announcing scholarship
recipients, and addressing major Association issues. 
b.  Distinguished members, when present at the Annual Meeting, are entitled to vote on all matters
appearing before the Executive Committee.

Section 5.  QUORUM REQUIRED FOR MEETINGS.

c. At least one-half of the members of the Executive Committee must vote on an issue to constitute a
quorum.

The CWOA by-laws currently read:

Change # 3

ARTICLE VI:  MEETINGS

Section 2. ANNUAL MEETING. 

a.  The Annual Meeting of the Association shall be held during the CWOA 4th Quarter of each year, for
the primary purpose of installing the Association officers, recognizing Distinguished Members,
announcing scholarship recipients, address Association issues, and developing additional programs
suitable to the needs of our Active, Reserve and Retired Chief Warrant Officers. 

Section 5.  QUORUM REQUIRED FOR MEETINGS.

c. At least one-half of the members of the Executive Committee must be present in order to
constitute a quorum.

The CWOA proposed by-laws would read:

Annual Meeting

Annual Meeting



Change # 4

ARTICLE VII:  VOTING

Section 2.  VOTING PROCEDURE ON CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS.

c.  Ballots shall be mailed at least 60 days prior to or made available for electronic voting at least 30
days prior to the date set for the balloting.  Instructions for balloting will be on the ballot or enclosed
therewith, and ballots cast shall be returned to the address provided on the ballot.

The CWOA by-laws currently read:

Change # 4

ARTICLE VII:  VOTING

Section 2.  VOTING PROCEDURE ON CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS.

c.  Ballots shall be made available for voting at least 60 days prior to the date set for the balloting.  
Instructions for balloting will be on the ballot or enclosed therewith.

The CWOA proposed by-laws would read:

Voting on By-Laws

Voting on By-Laws



Change # 5

ARTICLE VII:  VOTING

Section 4.  MEMBERSHIP TO BE  FURNISHED AMENDMENTS.

Copies of adopted amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws shall be provided to members not
later than 60 days after adoption.

The CWOA by-laws currently read:

Change # 5

ARTICLE VII:  VOTING

Section 4. MEMBERSHIP TO BE FURNISHED AMENDMENTS.

Copies of adopted amendments to the Constitution and Bylaws shall be published no later than 60
days after adoption, on the association website, and included in the next available edition of the
CWOA Newsletter.

The CWOA proposed by-laws would read:

Furnishing Changes

Furnishing Changes



STATEMENT IN OPPOSITION TO BY-LAWS CHANGE TO REVOKE
DISTINGUISHED MEMBER EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE VOTING RIGHTS

I urge you to vote NO on the proposed by-laws change, revoking the right of distinguished
members to vote on the executive committee. This by-laws change solves a nonexistent
problem.There is not a single instance in which distinguished members’ votes changed
the outcome. At most, four distinguished members attend the annual meeting, and most
pay for their own travel and lodging. This small number is certainly not going to
overwhelm the vote.

This proposed by-laws change is about respect. Our Association has only 27 distinguished
members; seven are over age 80, and three are over 90.  These elder statesmen were
there in the very early years of our Association.They have dedicated numerous hours to
the CWOA, and have seen the Association grow and decline over the years.Rather than
cast their experience overboard, we should be learning from it.

This proposed by-laws change will accomplish just one thing:It will send a clear and ugly
message to these elder leaders that their vote is not valued, and no longer counts.Let’s
not alienate and insult our most senior and distinguished members, while at the same
time accomplishing nothing, and solving a nonexistent problem. I urge you to VOTE NO.

Michael J. Fisette, CWO4, USCG (Ret.)
Past President and Distinguished Member



By-Laws Change Voting Ballot
Full Name____________________________________

Email ____________________________________

Chapter Affiliation__________________________

Member ID____________________________________

Cell Phone ____________________________________

Duty Status __________________________________

By-Laws:  ARTICLE VII:  VOTING  
Section 2.  VOTING PROCEDURE ON CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 
d: Each proposed change to the bylaws will specify the date the change will be effective, if approved by the
membership.  If no effective date is specified on the ballot and the membership approves the change to the Bylaws,
then it will become effective on the date the ballots have been tallied and a written report has been received by the
Executive Committee.

Change 1: Membership Types

Yes,  I approve of the change

No, I oppose the change

Change 2: Election of Officers

Yes,  I approve of the change

No, I oppose the change

Change 3: Annual Meeting

Yes,  I approve of the change

No, I oppose the change

Change 4: Voting on By-Laws

Yes,  I approve of the change

No, I oppose the change

Change 5: Furnishing Changes

Yes,  I approve of the change

No, I oppose the change

To cast your vote by mail remove 
this page and send It back to the

address on the back side.

CWOA
C/O Michael Little
145 Cherry Circle
Groton, CT 06340

To cast  or vote online 
scan this QR Code Vote online at the following link:

https://www.cwoauscg.org/bylawsballot2024

Ballots must be recieved by

September 15, 2024



CWOA

C/O Michael Little

145 Cherry Circle

Groton, CT 06340
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